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mistaken and that she did flot love him any
more than the fool that she had come near marrying.
Theodore, being persuaded that his sister only married
Pouillet because it was my wish, grew desperate, al-
though he used to like him as a brother. Thus, dear
friend, this marriage took place in the midst of fears
and reproaches to me, and while parting with a charm-
ing daughter, my best friend, I had the sorrow of seeing
my husband and son reproach me with having sacrificed
her by making her marry a man she did not love, and
with having deprived them of her without having se-
cured her happiness. For a year, however, she has been
the most happy of women, and that consoles me. Pouil-
let?s celebrity is increasing every day. His heart and his
personal pride are satisfied. Their pecuniary situation
is good. ... I assure you that I believe it is fortu-
nate for my sons to have a brother-in-law who shows
them that labor and talent are the surest roads to domestic
happiness and fortune. Theodore is a man of parts, but
lazy. He would have wished his sister to marry a man
he did not like as well as this one, but who would have
had sufficient influence to secure him a position so that
he would not have to learn any profession. He is study-
ing to be a lawyer and may become a distinguished one
by working. He will then have glory, independence, and
fortune. Jerome, the younger, is witty and full of ardor.
He is studying all he can in order to enter the polytechnic
school. I hope he will not come out of it a soldier, in
spite of what he says about it, and that he will acquire a
taste for science and enter the department of mines or of
bridges and highways, for I do not like military men.
They would sell their country for a cordon. They do not
understand liberty and are veritable despots. My son-
in-law has a grand quality which I must not refrain fromignorance of paval aifairs when he was first
